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Social Policy: Affordable Healthcare Act
Social policies are meant to offer guidance on how societies meet their human needs, including security, education, work, health, and wellbeing. The policies address the way societies and states respond to social problems. Health is one of the social problems in the United States. It has often presented one of the critical dialogues for legislators over decades. The late 1990s have been a campaign agenda where participants have often given their proposals to the electorate. It is also an often divisive issue which pities the prevailing parties, the Democrats and the Republicans, against each other. The most general policy that deals with healthcare is the Affordable Care Act (ACA), otherwise referred to as Obamacare, signed into law in 2010.
            The Affordable Care Act was aimed at providing affordable health insurance coverage to all Americans. Another aim of ACA was to protect consumers from the maneuvers of the insurance companies, which increased patients care costs and therefore restrict its access. While the policy achieved the objective of enlisting many citizens for coverage, there are also complaints against it. The topic is of concern because it is most controversial, with legislators trying to repeal it without success. Over ten years since it was signed into law, numerous scholarly writings have been done to examine its effectiveness or lack of it thereof while suggesting ways to modify it to make it better. The focus of this paper is just three of the many articles on this policy.
            The first article is a journal – The US Affordable Care Act: Reflections and directions at the close of a decade. It reflects the policy’s challenges over the years since it was signed into law. The article also provides the contentious issues, with some of them being litigated in court. Some of the areas include zeroed- mandate, which the supreme court of Texas found unconstitutional. Cost-sharing deductions and subsidies are also controversial issues highlighted by this article (Adrianna McIntyre & Song, 2019). While this article gives the advantages of the act, the contentious issues highlighted should be modified for the policy to be more effective.
            Glen R. Wilensky’s article titled The Shortfalls of “Obamacare” is also resourceful in examining this health policy. It offers insights on the need of the American health care system as health coverage, health care costs, and healthcare quality. The article opines that ACA has only been able to deal with coverage without addressing the other two issues. The article gives proposals that could be incorporated into the Obamacare policy to address the two issues. Some proposals include increasing the penalty paid by individuals who have not subscribed to insurance plans to levels that would discourage primarily young and relatively wealthy people from waiting to subscribe to a healthcare insurance plan only when they have a need (Wilensky, 2012). The article also has multiple suggestions on improving the quality of healthcare.    
            The book “Obamacare wars” by Béland et al. (2016) presents the Obamacare policy problems faced in the implementation phase between the states and the federal government. The book details reasons advanced by the opponents of the legislation, such as the creation of insurance exchanges, the expansion of Medicaid, and regulatory reforms. This book is essential as it highlights all the difficulties experienced in the implementation phase and states that states have a prominent role in the implementation. The book offers insights as to why opponents succeed in opposing some proposals that should also be given attention. 
           The process of policy formulation involves implementation and review. A policy can always be modified to enhance its efficacy or deal with some of the challenges that may crop during the implementation phase, which were not anticipated. Scholarly articles are resourceful in educating people on how the policies are faring while suggesting ways of making the policies more productive.
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